
Gre Paxton inventor of biomass generator (centre) with Knetic Renewables director John Henderson and head of the CSIRO
 
Expforation ~nd Mining Group, Cliffe Mallet,in Washington on a trade mission with former Queensland Premier Peter Beatty
 

donate money towards the Junior Landcare 
School Garden Grant program - a nationwide 

initiative that allows schools, kindergartens 

and community groups to develop 
environmental projects such as water-efficient 

gardens. 

Coles environment manager Paul Lang 

said Junior Landcare was a fantastic hands-on 

program for Coles to be involved with. "Junior 

Landcare teaches tomorrow's adults how 

important it is to work together now to help 

save the environment;' he said. "It also teaches 

them fundamental gardening, cultivating and 

environmental tools, such as how to run a 

household composting system, that will stay 

with them for life:' 

Landcare Australia CEO Brian Scarsbrick 

agreed and said the plastic into plants 

campaign would appeal to younger shoppers 

and parents alike. 

He cited a study conducted by Junior 

Landcare this year, showing 96 per cent of 

respondents were worried about climate 

change. The survey, which targeted 

young people with an average age of 12, 

also showed that nearly 40 per cent of 

respondents thought doing something to 

help the environment was the most important 

consideration today. This compared to doing 
homework (22.8 per cent), household chores 

(16.2 per cent) and playing with friends (13.1 

CLEAN POWER FROM BIOMASS 
Gold Coast-based biomass plant builder 

Knetic Renewables Ltd (KRL) has signed 

memoranda of understanding to establish 
a bio-fuelled generator at a cattle feedlot 

and food processing facility in NSW and two 

waste-water treatment plants in Victoria, the 

company said. 

Power plants produced by KRL use a new 

process that overcomes high maintenance 
problems that have made some other 

biomass conversion systems unviable. The 

KRL technologies will also avoid a global issue 

associated with excessive use of food crops as 
bio-fuel and allow clean energy-generating 

power plants to be built at individual industry 

sites. 

KRL, The public, unlisted company, is 
undertaking a $20 million capital-raising 

- offering 20 million shares, or 52.48 per 

cent of the company, at $1.00 a share. The 

company plans to list on the Financial and 

Energy Exchange, SIM-FEX, in October. 

The biomass conversion technology 

enables operations such as feedlots and 

pulp mills to meet their own electricity 

requirements, with any excess energy 

available for sale. 

Greg Paxton, the inventor of the 

technology, said KRL generators would 

ultimately be capable of meeting the 

using fuels including sewage and organic 

landfill as readily available and sustainable 

fuels as well as supplementing the national 

power grid. 
Paxton said livestock waste and other 

biofuels generate little or no greenhouse gas 

emissions when used for producing energy 

and represent an ongoing renewable energy 

resource. 
"The technology involves the refinement 

of a power generating method that has 

existed for decades and produces hydrogen­

rich gas as fuel for an electric generator;' 

Paxton said. 

"Our technology enables more efficient 

energy transfer, cutting maintenance costs 
making the process more economically 

viable:' 

NET BALANCE SETTO LAUNCH 
SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY 
PRACTICE 

Net Balance announced an expansion 

in the range of social sustainability services 

available to its clients. 

"Companies are becoming increasingly 

conscious of the need to manage, measure 

and report both their environmental as well 

as their social performance'; says Net Balance 

director, Terence Jeyaretnam. 

"Net Balance is about to launch our 

social sustainability practice, which will give 

clients access to a unique range of specialised 
social sustainability advisory services, as 

well as the capacity for integrated social and 

environmental sustainability services:' 

KICKING UP A STINK OVER 
EMISSIONS TRADING 

Since business kicked up a stink earlier 

last month over the government's plans to 

i~troduce a cap-and-trade system to reduce 

pollution, observers have been questioning 

the government's commitment to its 

proposed emissions trading system (ETS). 

Earlier this month, climate change 
minister Penny Wong said the federal 

government is open to alternatives to a 

cap-and-trade ETS. There have been calls 

for a direct tax on carbon instead of the 
government's preferred ETS, which would set 

a limit on carbon. 

Wong said the government is considering 
different options. "Well, we've said in terms 

of the carbon pollution reduction scheme, 

we're willing to talk to business about the best 

way to design it, that's why we've got a green 

paper out there in order for this consultation 

to occur;' she told an Australian Industry 

Group aatherina in Canberra. 


